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1. Introduction
James 3:1-12

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.  2 We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 
3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal.  4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.  5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.  6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man,  8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness.  10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.  11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring?  12 My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
Matt 12:34ff

You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  35 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.  36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

A. Both passages cause us to realize the real impact of our words. 
B. There is no NEUTRAL when it comes to the tongue or the heart.
C. Ref to “the whole course of his life”. A pattern of communication that results in our living according to the “power of the tongue” and not the power of the Spirit. The power of the Spirit is directed by the Lord and the power of the tongue is directed by the Flesh (with all the worlds’ identity and markings).
D. Before we study the tongue we need to look at our heart.  You can not change the tongue without heart surgery.
a. Salvation is the “bottom line”

b. Confess our sins of the heart.

c. Receive God’s forgiveness and power to change.

d. Receive the power of the Holy Spirit and the disciples of the Word, prayer, worship, fellowship.
E   The big picture and the vision that the Lord has for us is to have a fear 

      of the Lord in our speech.

F. Re the reaping and Sowing principle> Do not be deceived, God is not mocked Gal 6:7.  Warnings>yes  Consequences>yes
A hardened heart must be broken so the Lord can release healing for an obedient tongue.
G. God’s desire is for our tongue (heart) to praise Him in all things.
2. The Lying Tongue
A.   Prov 12:22  “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men (and    
                               women) who are truthful.”
B.   Deceitful> Lying with an evil deceptive heart. Basically you know                              
                               what and why you are lying. Shows a complete lack of faith in the 

                                Lord.  Your scheme vs. His promise. 

C. White lie> the half truth that makes up a story that benefits you. 

from a “I didn’t hear you” to not being sick and taking a sick day.
D. Exaggerating> Men fall prey to this. For the exaggerator this is just a 

bigger lie in the story that makes it (you) sound better. In a marriage don’t forget that your spouse KNOWS YOU ARE EXAGGERATING! The result is another step down in the trust level of the entire relationship.  
3. The Flattering Tongue

A.   Jude 1:16 “these people…flatter others to get favors in return.”

B.   This is a direct contradiction of Eph 5:19. “Speak to one another with  
       Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs”.

C. Insincere exaggerated compliments to your spouse will be found out.

D. The fruit of a flattery on your kids> pride and isolation because you have given them a false identity and have impacted their destiny.  They are now building on sand and not on the blessing you should be giving them.  Children and Teens are “designed” by the Lord to receive affirming words of blessing.  “Do not exasperate your children” (Eph 6:4) in their need to hear truth and blessing.
4. The Manipulating Tongue

A.    Luke 20:20ff

Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor.

B. Bottom line> saying anything you need to get what you want. 

C. Using the full arsenal of the tongue to please your flesh. This is not about being a good salesperson. Even for evangelism a manipulating tongue is of no use for the Kingdom of God. 
D. This tongue takes advantage of knowledge that a person reveals, a weakness they may have or the genuine kindness of their heart.
E. Manipulation takes away the Spirit lead direction for you and for the one you are controlling.  
F. In a marriage it is a violation of the Marriage Covenant of oneness because the self centered manipulation requires a divided heart.
5. The Hasty Tongue

A.   Prov. 29:20  Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope         
       for a fool that for him

B. Prov 18:13 He who answers before he listens, that is his folly and 

shame.

C. James> Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow top become angry.

D. Key> be a person of prayer. In a marriage do not just answer to “get him/her off your back”. 
E. LISTEN
a. To the person
b. To the Lords direction
c. To the Holy Spirits plan. * Your compassion/guilt/personal need to “fix” may block your hearing God’s plan.
6. Divisive Tongue

A.   Matt 5:9  Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the

       the children of God.

B. Prov 6:19 > Six things God detests: A man who stirs up dissension

among brothers.

C. If you are speaking out of hurt or pain, even on your best day you 

can not speak in unity if you are not healed first.

D. Who will benefit from this? Why am I “sharing” this with anyone? 

Have I prayed at all about a solution that would keep me silent to others on this? 

E. In the home children will pick-upon the divisive spirit and:

a. Experience a break in the covering 

b. Try and use this to their advantage as the “manipulating tongue” is released.

c. Become “confidence” of division and lose their innocence and trust to the parental covering that God has ordained through you. 
