Couple’s Class

Making Your Marriage Work
Pastor Ted Bichsel

06-14-09

Recording download and notes @ www.sgtmarriages.com
So how did it go?
Praying Together for Staying Together

Our personal lives benefit from a living relationship with Christ through the Holy Spirit. So it is also with our married lives. Building a foundation of prayer within a marriage strengthens it, brings the power of prayer into a marriage and allows God to work together with the couple. 
This week’s lesson:

Two Kinds of Wisdom 
Decisions that are mad in marriage do not have to be a mystery. As Christians we can pray for the Lord to give us wisdom to follow the path He has for us as a couple in our marriage.

James 3:13ff

13﻿ Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. ﻿14﻿ But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. ﻿15﻿ Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. ﻿16﻿ For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 17﻿ But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. ﻿18﻿ Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
Squeeze the fruit:

Wisdom has a foundation beyond just being right. Understanding is about actively seeing beyond your limitations. Understanding births wisdom.


Vs 13

Good life




Does your marriage enable each of you to live a life above reproach?

A life that is seen by others as good. Not “THE GOOD LIFE” just a life through which God’s goodness can pass.



Deed done in humility




Goodness wrapped in humility results in a marriage that has core values of  

His grace and strength.  Humility allows God the chance to bring unity in your marriage FOR the purpose of being: “God’s physical representation of Christ’s love for the church”
Earthly Wisdom
14﻿ But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. ﻿15﻿ Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. ﻿16﻿ For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
Earthly wisdom in a marriage produces> Envy/Selfish ambition/Earthy thinking/Unspiritual thinking/Demonic activity/Disorder/Evil practices.
“Christianity is one of those rare religions that marries internal reality with outward obedience” from The Sacred Marriage by Gary Thomas
Envy- {The Greek means to look at closely with a malicious intent. It is applied as a characteristic of an unredeemed life}




In a marriage envy can take two directions:

When we envy our spouse it leads to a hardness of our heart towards their success and failure. Our marriage looses the servant heart of Christ in it.
When a spirit of envy is evident in a marriage, the team work ends. There is also a chance of isolationism by the couple who envies others and shuts down hearing from the Lord for vision.
Selfish Ambition-{to be self-seeking and always looking out for one’s own interests above the interests of anyone else. The Greek word for selfish ambition is eritheia, the use of deceit and trickery to promote oneself}
Gal 5:19,20  Fruit of the sinful nature.
The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; ﻿20﻿ idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions

>In a marriage selfish ambition works in direct opposition to the covenant of marriage founded in agape love. Instead of 100% giving with no return anticipated or desired> selfish ambition is all about getting the reward.


>Control and even abuse to sustain the control


>Sexual gratification

Disorder- Confusion since all the action of the home is in direct opposition to a biblical direction.  Hypocrisy sustains this type of life.


>Children are impacted by this directly



> This cannot be sustained forever. It will break down.

Evil Practice- the door for the enemy is pinned open by choice.
> Once the choice is made you will rationalize a life style that reflects the world in choices you make. Your relationship will:


>First appear stained as a believing couple


>Next any Christian couple you know may challenge you

>Then you will look towards the immediate fruit (which the Enemy will be happy to provide)

>Then you will see all that is achieved by the world (earthly) standards> that will cause you to create more earthly standards to justify the action/”wisdom” you just took…………….
Homework> 
This next week write an explanation of what you think each area means in your marriage. You may be already there, or you may need to grow in this area.

Talk to each other and see if there is a “disconnect” between your marriage and wisdom from above that might contribute to a lack of> purity, peace, consideration etc.
Heavenly Wisdom in Marriage  James 3:17ff

17﻿ But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. ﻿18﻿ Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
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