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Growing in the Body of Christ

Or> Learning to use everything for growth


Working together to grow in our gifts and abilities releases us to fulfill God’s plan for us. The Body of Christ is the place the God has designed for us to learn in, to grow with and to go out from.

So what are you thinking? 
In what specific ways has being part of the Body of Christ helped your marriage grow?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Eph 4:11ff 
Safety For Growing
﻿11﻿ It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 

>There is a specific way that God has created the Body with various leadership positions


>The key: the gifts that the Lord has chosen to create a safe place to grow.


>The Body of Christ is His idea! 


>Experiencing growth as an individual/couple is best done “under the covering



of the church.”{not the control}
>Not to define the growth as so much as to keep the growth Christ centered and gift centered

12﻿ to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up ﻿13﻿ until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Specifically> your marriage growth must relate to this purpose:
>To prepare for acts of service verses just growing in an ability to do something together.

>This about our maturing in our faith in Christ

The most important foundation in marriage/individual growth is that God never intended us to “go it alone”. We grow in our marriage as we are connected into the Body of Christ.



>Your growth as a purpose> to build up the Body so we all reach a new place in



in Christ. Maturing into all that the Lord has for us.


>The caution to “outside growth” as the purpose is not maturing in 



Christ.

14﻿ Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 
>Your marriage has a real purpose> to protect us from the impact of a world that is bent on tossing us around

>Key> the deceitfulness of men. That produces division in the Body > Satan’s victory.

>Scheming results in there being no direction from God, just the next opportunity to “do something”.

>Your marriage reflects Christ, and shine light on the schemes…… 

﻿15﻿ Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. ﻿16﻿ From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
>INSTEAD: There is a real way to grow in your marriage> 
>Biblical communication results in a security for each others growth vs an endurance with each others changes.

>Truth as God defines it not your opinions. Change often challenges us. 
>Truth that reflects off of God’s heart is key. We may need to ask God to help us grow so that we will>>>>

>Not get in the way


>Grow as well.

>We may experience a real challenge to our own hearts as the change/growth happens in our spouse. That is the growth in our lives!
>Love(1 Corinthians13) really allows your marriage to grow to reach the potential that the Lord has for you.  

Phil 2:1-4  A Team Vision for your Marriage
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, ﻿2﻿ then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. ﻿3﻿ Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. ﻿4﻿ Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

Key words:

>United: to die with, to be crucified with, to be buried with, to make alive with, to suffer with, having the same form, to rule with



>Comfort:  Winning over for a plan. A plan for the Body of Christ.


>Love: Agape > selfless love with each other through the growth
>Like Minded: Going in the same direction…even if only one of you is actually “doing” the same.
The Body of Christ
B
Belong to the Body of Christ…really belong

O
Open to the move of the Holy Spirit when you are committed to a specific Body.

D
Disciple> Become a disciple for Christ in his love for the church.

Y
Yoke your hearts together as you grow in His grace and love.

Love Dare day ?
From: The Love Dare  by Stephen Kendrick & Alex Kendrick

Love Protects >  Talk as a couple to find if there is any area that your spouse needs to be encouraged through protection.  If it is an area of change, then learn how you might be able to protect this area for the Kingdom.
