2 Thes 3:5
May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. 

Perseverance: The implication of steadfastness, patience, persistence is confirmed by the use of the verb proskartereoµ, to attend constantly, continue unswervingly, adhere firmly, hold fast to> TO BE PRESENT CONTINUOSLY.
Christian perseverance is only a quality in the believer because initially it is a gift of God. It is by his power that those who trust in him are ‘guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time’ (1 Pet. 1:5).

2 Peter 1:5> Growth as a Christian, not easy.
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge;  6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness;  7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.  8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

Sacred> intimately connected with God> set apart from the world> Totally different
Is your marriage intimately connected with God?> sacred?
Covenant is initiated for the sake of the other person, not you! Nathen for David who needed help

Ruth for Naomi so she could help her.

Covenants are built on steadfast love.>permenant>Unconditional promises>
Micah 5:8

9 Your hand will be lifted up in triumph over your enemies, 

and all your foes will be destroyed. 

10 “In that day,” declares the LORD, 

“I will destroy your horses from among you 

and demolish your chariots. 

11 I will destroy the cities of your land 

and tear down all your strongholds. 

12 I will destroy your witchcraft 

and you will no longer cast spells. 

13 I will destroy your carved images 

and your sacred stones from among you; 

you will no longer bow down 

to the work of your hands. 

2 Corith 5:16

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

