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Strength from Weakness

1. The Basis for God’s Work in our Lives 
OR 

Getting Through the Really Crummy Times
2 Corinthians 12: 7-10

7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
· The crisis maybe an answer to prayer because it takes us out of our comfort zone.

· The crisis clears away all the things that we have let pile up in our lives that are unresolved, unconfessed, or just left undone.

· The crisis may force us to re-evaluated or “support” system.

· The crisis will often put our real faith on the line.

· The crisis may be God’s greatest tool to witness

 2.     How does God walk us through the crisis?
· He promises to be with us.
The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed. –Deuteronomy 31:8
Prov 3:25 > 25 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 26 for the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being snared.
· We may not feel Him because you are “feeling” in the old way. Now it is time to see the “new” promises He has for you in a new place in your lives.
· He promises to deliver us from despair.
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. –Psalm 34:18-19
· It’s OK to be broken hearted. A false sense of security can lead to deception and hurt for your spouse/family. (do not give the enemy a foothold Eph 4:27)
· “It’s not the perfect Christian life that attracts the unsaved. It’s the broken life directed to healing through the Perfect One that let’s them see Christ in you.”
·  He promises to give us peace.
He will keep in perfect peace all those who trust in Him, whose thoughts turn often to the Lord! –Isaiah 26:3 TLB
"Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful" (John 14:27).

·  P> Pleasing to God  

·  E> Eternities Values in view

·  A> Allowing His peace to replace your peace (your control)

·  C> Create in me a Clean heart Oh God ( Psalm 51:10)
·  E>  Enter into His presence daily.
· He promises to give us strength.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. –Psalm 46:1   
· The strength is not related to our strength> it is His strength in us, His hope, His Glory.

· A present help.  The hard part is we often do not see this help because it doesn’t look like the help we think we need.
· He promises to honor humility.
Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. –James 4:10 
· When we put our fist down, we are able to have hands to receive. 

· This is the beginning of the change He wants for us. 

· This is the beginning of the new strength He is building within our lives as individuals and in our marriage.

· Humility is the process of letting go of the control. Even if that means confession.
· He promises to give us wisdom.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. –Proverbs 3:5-6
· This is the beginning of the wisdom we need to really see the impact of what God lovingly wants for us and what we need to release with a new strength.

· Our thinking changes and He will take our “path” that once seemed out of control cause us to see it clear and guided by Him.
· He promises to give us hope for a brighter future.
For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. They are plans for good and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. —Jeremiah 29:11
· The future we are promised is tightly tied into the impact of the    crisis we have been through.

· Our lives/marriages are His tool to be used for His glory. The future is not returning to the old way “pre-crisis” life.
· The reality is that we MUST be changed by these times.
James 1:2                                                                         Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

When we begin the trial we feel empty and inadequate. When we come to understand the value of the trial in the Lord we in fact “lack nothing”. 
