GOD’S SACRED MARRIAGE

Married Couple’s Class

Pastor Ted Bichsel

1. 1 Thes 5:13bff    The Everydayness of Prayer

13bLive in peace with each other.  14 And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 
16 Be joyful always;  17 pray continually;  18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
· A family ignited to prayer is not about a crisis only. It’s about the  atmosphere of prayer that is a “tinder box” ready to ignite.
· Vs16 The setting is joy:   Because the atmosphere of prayer directs our home.
Vs17 The prayer is continuous:  An attitude ready at any time.
Vs18 The fruit is thanksgiving:  A continuous flood of thanksgiving as a result of answered prayer.
· Pray that is accessible 24/7 for your family. Just plug in! Wireless!!!

· Key> This is God’s will for you!!!!!!!!! Not a command it’s His will!
2. 6:18



18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 
· The manner in which a soldier takes up these last two pieces of armor is suggested by two Greek participles:

“praying” and “being alert.”> Continuous…When the enemy attacks—and on all occasions— 

· Christians are to pray continually in the Spirit. Be equipped in the Spirit/ the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  
· With all kinds of prayers and requests suggests the thoroughness and intensity of their praying. Prayer must mature with your life and the situations and changes that take place.

· And like reliable soldiers, they are to literally be kept alert
· in all persistence” (en paseµ proskartereµsei; the noun is used only here in the NT). 

· Their requests are to be for all the saints because of Satan’s spiritual warfare against the church

3. Nehemiah 4:10   Marriages/Families United to Pray> It’s the FIRE!
· Bear One Another’s Burdens >true fellowship
10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.” 

· The Warning> Speaking the Truth in Love
11 Also our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the work.” 

12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, “Wherever you turn, they will attack us.” 

· The Army> When you have the armor on STAND
13 Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. 

· The Prayer Plan> FIGHT
 14 After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.” 

THE VICTORY!
· 15 When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each to his own work. 
Key> We all know God’s protection through prayer and our faith in His keeping power> so we move ahead, as a Family/Team/Army> on our knees!
