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1. The Covenant

a. Covenant > An unconditional commitment to an imperfect person.
Contract>   A Conditional commitment to an agreed upon set of (“perfect”) criteria for both people.

b. Covenant > 100% giving of self for the sake of the others needs and value.

Contract > 50/50 giving of self with regards to predetermined standards, agreements and values.  Giving is determined by what is received. Keeping of the Contract is based upon both party’s fulfilling the agreement.
c. Marriage Covenant: The agreement of husband and wife to a 100% commitment until death. 
 “For better or for worse/For richer or poorer

   In sickness and in health/To love and to cherish

   Until death do us part”

2. The Biblical Message of the Covenant
a. The Bible’s central message is the story of salvation

·  the bringer of salvation > 
God

· the way of salvation > 
God’s grace

· the heirs of salvation.> 
God’s covenant people: Israel

b. In NT Covenant Language: God’s covenant with us

· the mediator of the covenant > 
Jesus the Son of God

· the basis of the covenant > 

Faith and obedience
· the covenant people> 

The church of God {ecclesia> fellowship of believers}
c. OT  Marriage Covenant Language
Jeremiah 2:1, 2

The word of the LORD came to me:  2 “Go and proclaim in the hearing   of Jerusalem: “‘I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and followed me through the desert, through a land not sown. 
d. NT  Marriage Covenant Language
Ephesians 5: 25-32

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her  26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,  27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  
32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.
3. The Application for the Christian Marriage

a. Based on Ephesians 5 marriage is God’s physical representation of Christ’s love for the church. > God’s covenant of grace expressed through His chosen people > The Christian Covenant Marriage
b. Grace > Forgiveness that empowers us to live for Him. (God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense)
c. If your marriage is an expression of Gods covenant then:

· Watch what you say:
Ecclesiastes 5:4-6
4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow.  5 It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it.  6 Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands?  7 Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore stand in awe of God. 
· The vows you exchange contain the very tension points of a marriage.  The covenant is spoken literally and in every action you take.
· Richer/poorer> Money

· Sickness/Health > Health

· Better/Worse> Life’s “stuff”

· To love and comfort> attitude in times of “change”

· Until death….> Not my calendar but His.

.

· The living out of the Marriage Covenant is intended to be a blessing to you and future generations.
Gen 12:1ff

The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. 
2 “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you

I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

                  d. Living in the Covenant:

· Leave/Cleave
Gen 2:24  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 

· 100% Commitment and Obedience
Matthew 6:24

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

· Be Blessed by Him  (receive/guard and honor His blessings)
Prov 5:18 {15-20}

18 May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. 
