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Testimony of Power
1. Setting the Sacred and the Secular Apart
· The need to see the difference will increase as you desire to have a marriage that reflects God’s plan for your life.
· The closer you draw to the Lord the clearer the difference will be. 
· The closer you draw to God’s vision for your marriage the more the unsaved influence in your life will become “uncomfortable”.
· The Sacred:
S:
Set Apart

Matt 7:6

Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. 

· Realize how sacred your marriage is in the eyes of the Lord.  God is still preparing the Bride.
· The teachings of the world cannot compare to the power of the Word in your marriage.
A:
Allow the Holy Spirit to direct you
Zachariah 4:6
Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty. 

· To be Holy and move in a sacred marriage you must be directed by the Holy Spirit into the Holy things of the Lord.  

· The sacred things continue to standout over the secular things. Any of our efforts pale against the power of God.  

· You must cooperate with the Holy Spirit for change.  It is not enough to just “do something, or feel something”, there has to be change.
C:
Christ Centered
Galatians 5:22, 23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.

· Allows us to experience being changed into His likeness. 

· A new birth of His Presence in our lives. 

· The “old has gone the new has come”

· We set our heart on His heart and see with His eyes.

Sometimes it takes a while to see through the new glasses of faith.
R:
Righteous Focused



Romans 6:16ff

Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?  17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.  18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.


Righteousness is not static but dynamic.

· God’s truth “moves with you” in every area of your marriage and your life

· Thus sin and righteousness are constantly being refined by definition into your life. Your communication, intimacy, finances, etc.

· God does not change. As we are “set free” in the “not yet” part of our lives our marriages reflect God’s truth applied.
E:
Everyday Holiness
Galatians 5:17

For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.
· Every area of our lives is “up for grabs” when we seek to live for the Lord. 
· Parenting> training/discipline

· Spiritual> devotions/prayer/communication

· Marriage> bonding/sex/work

· Social> outings/school/sports/recreation
D:
Discover and Declare
1 Corinthians 1:5, 6
For in him you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge—  6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.  7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.

· Acts 17:28> ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’

· The sacredness of our lives/our marriage is God’s truth revealed daily to the unsaved and the saved alike.
· God’s revelation from Eph 5 is that your marriage is God’s physical representation of Christ’s love for the Church.

· We declare it with and without words. 

· Our marriages now more than ever speak of the fullness of Christ in our lives.  How we “do marriage” is our testimony of our Christina faith.

· Faith without works (i.e. marriages/work/life) is nothing.

KEY> YOUR TESIMONY TO THIS WORLD IS SEEN IN THE SACREDNESS OF YOUR RELATIONSHIPS, 
MARRIAGE BEING THE KEY ONE.
