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NEXT WEEK IS OUR LAST CLASS, BRING A TESTIMONY!
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. ﻿6﻿ Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. ﻿7﻿ It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

﻿8﻿ Love never fails

Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

The key word here is always. There are many times when we feel we can stop protecting, trusting, or preserving. Always forces us to come up with another way. A way that only God can really provide. After all, He is the Way!

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

> Psalm 25:4


Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; 

﻿

5﻿ guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, 

and my hope is in you all day long. 

> Our natural minds will think like our flesh/soul would think. Influenced by our history, hurts and helplessness.
> Our minds are renewed in Christ and the Love of Christ “covers a multitude of sins”. Resulting in the freedom to rejoice in forgiveness, affirmation and support.

> We are free from our flesh to agape love our spouse.

Love always protects
>Nehemiah 4:13ff

Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. ﻿14﻿ After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.” 



> Key here is the call to fight for, not be afraid for. 

> AFTER I looked….Look so you can really see where your spouse has to be protected.

> Sometimes it takes weapons to fight off the enemy….KNOW HOW TO USE THE SWORD!


Spiritual battles


Relational curses


Emotional bondage

Love always trusts, 
>Prov 3:5

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

﻿
6﻿ in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight


> This kind of trust is birthed in the heart and expressed in actions



> True trust comes when you are able to release your spouse to the Lord




You are free from your own ideas




You are released from past failures




You are ready to be equipped for a new pathway.




Trust when you are in the storm, that God has a way out.




> Trust for men = Respect



   Trust for women= Security and Significance > LOVE




The result gives us insight into the heart of the other.



The always part is the bridge to change and intimacy in the relationship.

Love always hopes 
>Heb 10:23

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. ﻿24﻿ And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

> The hope we have for our spouse, marriage, family etc has to be bigger than our ability to control the outcome.

> Hope releases in us a level of intimacy that calls us to a greater understanding of empowering and supporting our spouse, not destroying them. 

> Love creates a safe place for “hopes and dreams” to flourish.

Love always perseveres. 

> Psalm 69:29
I am in pain and distress; may your salvation, O God, protect me.

> It’s not about understanding or trusting alone, its about waiting on the sanctifying work of the Lord that makes it worth the wait.

> It’s easy to just give up and have a “get on with my life” attitude. Perseverance is about the “white knuckle” holding on.

> James 1:12
﻿ Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

> Agape love in a relationship will first draw you closer to the Lord then to the other person.

> Key here is embracing the “crown of life” or living a Christ Centered life that releases more agape love into our “earthen vessels”.

> “The crown of life is promised not only to great and eminent saints, but to all those who have the love of God reigning in their hearts. Every soul that truly loves God shall have its trials in this world as we are readied for that world above where love is made perfect”. Matthew Henry Commentary
Love Dare for the week: Look at the list above. Let the Lord turn a negative view, positive.
