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Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude; it is not self seeking….
Love Is Not Self Seeking
When a “self seeking” spirit enters a marriage it engulfs the contentment of a marriage and puts agape love in bondage.
So what are you thinking?   See Below………………..
1 Tim 6  Problem /Solution
, ﻿4﻿ he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions ﻿5﻿ and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 

﻿6﻿ But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

>Self-seeking comes from the Greek word for “day-laborer” i.e. one who is seeking work for himself. 

>Characteristics of a “self-seeker” 


Unhealthy interest in controversies

Envious


Causes strife


Malicious talker


Thinking evil of others motivations


Constantly in friction with others



Putting themselves first, 

Only caring about their needs and wants, 

Being unable to see another’s perspective

Being uncaring of others


>Contentment allows:

>The peace that passes all understanding that is keeping your heart and your mind in Christ Jesus.

>Fulfilled living in the fullness of who Christ is in your life...and bearing the fruit.

>You to WANT to hear the voice and the heart of your spouse.


You do not have to defend contentment if is a gift
Contentment is the result of trusting in the Lord for your security and significance…and your new identity.

>A healthy marriage is about you reaching into your spouse’s life out of contentment not out of a spirit of self-seeking so you can “feel OK”.

>The great gain is that you are unshackled from your needs and become one with the heart of your spouse as together you are content in Him.
Key action of healing “When your spouse knows that you know how your self-centered behavior has hurt them, and you care enough to change……..”Dynamic” contentment follows.

Dynamic contentment>

>2 Cor 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

>Self-centeredness is overcome by a bondservant action towards your spouse.
 It is agape love in its purist form.




>Grace allows you to change> to break the Generational curses.

> Blessing releases God’s vision>resulting in your contentment> and your ability to give and get.  * men who have not received the fathers blessing are often self-centered as a way of blessing themselves…not God’s plan at all.

So what are you thinking?  

Share with your spouse a time when you realized that your self-centeredness was challenging your oneness in Christ.

Phil 2:3 Freedom from self-centeredness
﻿3﻿ Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. ﻿4﻿ Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5﻿ Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: …


> Value of others= their security and significance
> Our self-less actions result in security in Godly truth and not our need to be at the center of everything



>This is a process...to get out of the center of everything.
> One way to “de-center” yourself is to learn your Love Language (see sheets on the info table)
>Quality Time/Words of Affirmation/Gift Giving/Acts of Service

 Physical Touch

>This allows you to work together to change and still be strengthened in your “love “design by God.

> You ability to want to “hear” the love language of your spouse is the first step to overcoming a self-centered life style.

Love Dare day 30
From: The Love Dare  by Stephen Kendrick & Alex Kendrick

Love Brings Unity
Isolate one area of division in your marriage, and look on today as a fresh opportunity to pray about it. 

Then ask the Lord to reveal anything in your own heart that is threatening oneness with your spouse. Pray that He would do the same for them. And if appropriate, discuss this matter openly, seeking God for unity.

{my note: always have God work on your heart fully first}

