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Fearless Love
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10-11-09
Today is the last day to sign–up for Married Couples Weekend

Love Does Not Boast   
When some one in a marriage sets themselves up as the standard, the freedom of the marriage is replace by fear and anxiety.
So what are you thinking? 
When has boasting of some achievement or characteristic by one of you created fear and anxiety for the other? ____________________________________________________________________________

*The first couple that answers gets a “Fearless Love” prize.
Boasting is as Boasting Does   Greek meaning
to boast about something by downgrading something else - ‘to boast against, to degrade.

to praise oneself excessively

to speak in such a way as to make no sense, presumably because of ignorance of what is involved

talk which lacks significant content – “foolish talk, empty talk”


>If we plan to build a solid foundation for our marriage our focus has to be 



about speaking the truth in love.



>Boasting is based on fear and pride; it is fed by deception and exaggeration.


>The feeding of boasting comes by “sucking” life out of others.



>God sees boasting as empty. We see it as someone being “full of  themselves”.

James 4:13ff   How God Sees Boasting
﻿ Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” ﻿14﻿ Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. ﻿15﻿ Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” ﻿16﻿ As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. ﻿17﻿ Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins. 
>Paul’s main focus is the pride that the Corinthian church had with everything. Spiritual


   pride and boasting is rebellion against the servant heart God has called us to have.

>The foolishness of boasting is about our limited view of our life vs. the Lord’s view.

>Boasting therefore builds a wall not a bridge, a barrier not a base of growth.




>James tells us we do not even know the time or place of anything.



>How can we set vision for our marriage when boasting is blocking our 




  View to see God’s time and place?
>Boasting words are not words of life. Boasting lives by sucking the life out of every situation around them for its own purpose.
2 Peter 1:2-7    Boast Buster
﻿2﻿ Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 
﻿3﻿ His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. ﻿4﻿ Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
>His divine power out ranks our prideful way of life.


> Boasting removes the grace, and peace from a relationship



Grace:
As long as we are tied into being better to boast grace can not be extended.




Those in need of grace become subject to us.




Building ourselves up forces us to build with our own tools not His.




Grace releases the unforgiveness that can turn to pride and boasting




His promises trump our “empty/foolish talk”.



Peace:
Key> Through the knowledge of God/Jesus




This reality trumps your foolish reality whose fruit is boasting




Boasting is addictive;





You need more





Your careless about those that you need to “steal” from





Your heart is shut down while looking for your next “fix”

﻿5﻿ For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; ﻿6﻿ and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; ﻿7﻿ and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 


>Renewing your mind and your healing



>Key here is “self control” YOU HAVE TO STOP TALKING!



>The renewing of our heart through this process causes us to boast in the Lord.

Galatians 6:14> ﻿14﻿ May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which ﻿ the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

Ephesians 5:3ff    Who Are You Thanking?
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. ﻿4﻿ Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 

>Foolish talk/coarse jesting are part of the “boasting” atmosphere.

>Your boasting creates a wall between you and other that is only broken by thanksgiving. 
> In marriage boasting derails you from God’s call. You are creating the place of your own blessing, and security rather than having the Lord’s direction, which may not find approval of others.  

>Our security is in Christ and not the values of the world.
> Instead:
Prov 27:2  Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your  own lips.

Love Dare
This week take note of any boasting you do. Mark it down and bring it before the Lord.  Talk to your spouse and together pray a healing characterized by truth. Release upon your marriage a spirit of thanksgiving to bring security in every area.
 





