Couple’s Class

Fearless Love
Pastor Ted Bichsel

10-05-09
Today is the first day to sign–up for Married Couples Weekend
Love Does Not Envy   
Envy in a marriage takes on a life of its own. In a marriage constant discontent results in a desire to be in someway like others, denying God’s plan for your growth and healing.
So what are you thinking? 
Talk about a time or incident where envy almost caused heart ache for you. How did you “tag” it and move on?

​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________

*The first couple that answers gets a “Fearless Love” prize.
Titus 3:3 
Our Marriage Baggage
﻿3﻿ At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. ﻿4﻿ But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ﻿5﻿ he saved us,…

>Before we are saved we survive by our natural instincts and needs

>We base our life and our relationships on success


Defined differently for men and women


Our hopes dreams and role models impact our view of marriage.

>Salvation is the mark that makes us different in our love for each other

>Envy is based on self satisfaction and expressed in control for our benefit


The result of envy is “being hated and hating one another”
James 3:13
The Fruit of Envy
﻿ But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. ﻿15﻿ Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. ﻿16﻿ For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 

﻿17﻿ But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. ﻿18﻿ Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 


>The way of the world is to believe that this is a good thing and to be honored


>Reading backwards; where is the disorder and disobedience in your marriage?



Examine the envy you may have in this area




Unsettled dreams and bitterness




Wanting what you can not have




Blaming others for your lack in any area of your life/marriage.




Where is the place of “unhappiness” that is being fueled by envy?

Key Envy Expressions:


>If it wasn’t for you/your ….we would have


>I would have been 


>Why can’t we have ______like_________?


> I don’t care what you think I’m____________anyway!
Romans 12:9, 10   Love Intervention
9﻿ Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. ﻿10﻿ Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves


>Love ACTIVELY does not envy

>The agape love we received at salvation is pure and not based on comparison.


>God’s love is far beyond looking at any other love


>The intensity of love breaks the bondage that the generational curse has established

> God’s love releases us from the need to “be better”

Ecclesiastes 4:4

And I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man’s envy of his neighbor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 



>Our motive in any part of our marriage must be pure and driven by God’s heart


>Too many marriages end over “meaningless-wind”


>The energy/time/emotion/money used to extinguish the envy.

Matthew 6:31-33 
God’s Anti-Envy Plan
31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ ﻿32﻿ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. ﻿33﻿ But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. ﻿34﻿ Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 


>God knows what YOU NEED and that makes all the difference


>God always provides a way out of your envy….seek His Kingdom



>Let your kingdom come and let your will be done….



>Are we running and damaging our home over the fears of: 




Security? The world’s definition of safety or HIS?



Significance? The world’s identity or HIS?
1 Peter 2:1ff
  Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. ﻿2﻿ Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, ﻿3﻿ now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 


>God has a plan and we need to start as “born again” believers


>Learning to live not to be served but to be a bond servant!


>Serving the living God leaves no room for our envy needs. Instead we are being made


   ready by His grace and strength.

>Without envy we can GROW –UP in all He has for us in salvation. Salvation empowers us to have a new value bought by the blood and set us free to see His vision and not have us compare to anyone except to know our obedience in Christ.

LOVE DARE:
What will you do?

Ask God to show you places where envy has hurt your spouse and caused you to seek the approval of “man” and not reflect the bondservant of Christ in you. Even if it is over for years, ask forgiveness from your spouse for letting envy and not love motivate you.
All teachings and notes and other resources are available at www.sgtmarriages.com
