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God Has A Plan for Your Love Life  

The Love Plan that God has for us is not about our doing but about our being. 
We love because He first loved us. We are transformed through that love daily.
So what are you thinking? 
Discuss a time when you were able to “feel the love” of your spouse. How did that moment, or event change your relationship?*

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________

*The first couple that answers gets a “Fearless Love” prize.
Leading Up to 1 Corinthians 13
>Paul has just spoken into the lives of the Corinthian Church 

· He is concerned that they are overly focused on the gifts and offices of the church.

· He affirms and “orders” of the offices > Prophet, teacher etc down to the gift of tongues. 
· Ironically, the Corinthians felt that “tongue talking” was the superior gift.

>For Paul to have the “glow” of Christ centered love is vastly better than the “glare” with the most pompous titles, offices, or powers. So he begins Chptr 13 with a more “excellent way”.


What’s In It For Me?
· Like the Corinthian Church our identity can be in the way of being a vessel of  God’s love to the others around us. 


>We protect ourselves if our identity is challenged. 

> If our lives are secure in what we can control (protecting our identity) then giving and even receiving agape love is impossible.

> Being released from just doing spiritual things as a clanging bell, empowers us to love as He loved us. FREELY
· Paul speaks in the transition between 12 and 13 about a “better way”…for what?


>Agape love releases us to reach into the heart of our spouse (and others)
> We learn how to mature in the Lord


>Understanding God’s heart when yours fails.
>Growing close to Him> His strength vs our weakness
The love that we need to grow in our lives and into the lives of others is far beyond what we can do or who we are.

Our weakness is found when we realize we can not love that person/spouse/child. The Love of God in Chptr 13 is about real action found in His strength. 

WE LEARN TO REFLECT HIS LOVE.
Love is a concrete, living thing that performs a whole heap of actions. Love is a force, a power, a life that goes ahead and does stuff
>The contents of this part of Paul’s letter sets up the action of a real love relationship with God and with others.

>The more excellent way is a lifestyle that buries all the attempts of the past to fix and rebuild broken relationships with a bunch of flowers or redefining our roles. It is the crucified life that is lived out…THE OLD HAS PASSED AWAY AND THE NEW HAS COME!!!

BUT:
Sometimes it happens painfully


Sometimes we experience it alone


Sometimes we walk through it without apparent healing


Sometimes we respond to it in anger


Sometimes by it is by faith alone that we get through.
THIS IS ABOUT AGAPE LOVE RELEASED THROUGH EARTHEN VESSELS.
Do I Need a More Excellent Way? 


>Yes I do if I really want to know His love in my life.
>What keeps me running back to the gifts to use rather than the Giver to experience what love is really all about?

If we are Born-Again, ALL the old ways have gone and ALL the new ways have come.

That means our old ways of loving are not good enough: i.e. 


>“Just make someone happy”

>Quiet Please

>The gift that keeps on giving… the gift

>Let’ pretend it is not there.

>Hide and seek.

Paul’s focus is on the real time things that need to change. The gifts that we have and our talents can be walls in experiencing His love and grace for our spouse. We hide:


Behind our spiritual pride


Our hurt feelings


Our weakness


Our strength

We are about to find that God’s love flowing through us is a fearless love that has no boundaries. It breaks down walls and is empowered by His strength. Fearless love moves us out of our comfort zone and into HIS!
LOVE DARE:
What would you do?


This week read through 1 Corinthians 13 and reflect on all that Paul writes.  What would you say is the MOST EXCELLENT WAY He has for you as you begin this journey?  Then ask your spouse what they think? Pray and ask the Lord to speak to both of your hearts.
